Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / June 19

Remarks at the White House
Conference on Character and
Community

June 19, 2002

Thank you all. Well, thanks for that warm
welcome. Welcome to your house. [Laugh-
ter] We're glad you're here, and I really ap-
preciate the theme of this conference and
the importance of the conference.

I know you've heard from some really im-
pressive people, and I want to thank all the
speakers and students who are here. You
even heard from a member of my family, and
I want to thank the First Lady for doing such
a great job and being so patient with the
President.

The thing I appreciate is that you under-
stand education should prepare children for
jobs, and it also should prepare our children
for life. I join you in wanting our children
to be not only rich in skills but rich in ideals.
Teaching character and citizenship to our
children is a high calling. It’s a really high
calling. And I'm grateful for your work.

I appreciate Secretary of Education Rod
Paige. Mr. Secretary, thanks—thanks for
joining on this important cause. You know,
here in Washington there’s a lot of people
who are good on theory and not so good on
action, so when I picked a man to be the
head of the—Secretary of Education, I want-
ed somebody who had been on the frontlines.
Rod had been the superintendent of the
Houston Independent School District, and
I figured that’s a pretty good definition of
frontlines. [Laughter] And he had done a
great job—Mr. Secretary, and I appreciate
your concern and care.

I understand Colin Powell spoke here ear-
lier. I'm—right after this brief speech, he and
I have a meeting. He is doing a fabulous job
for our country too. I'm proud to call him
a member of our team.

I appreciate Michelle Engler and Hope
Taft for being here. Thank you both for com-
ing. I know you all are very much involved
in your State of Michigan and Ohio for not
only making sure every child can read but
teaching children the difference between
right and wrong.

I appreciate the Members of Congress
who are here, Wamp, Lucas, Edwards,
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Mclntyre, and Moore. Thank you all for com-
ing. My Congressman—as you know, I'm a
voting resident of Crawford, Texas. My Con-
gressman, Chet Edwards, is here. I appre-
ciate you answering my mail, Mr. Congress-
man. [Laughter] T won't write you if you
don’t write me. [Laughter]

I believe that public schools are the most
important institutions in democracy, and a
good education is the birthright of every
American child. Every public school must be
the pathway to a better life. And because
public schools are America’s great hope,
making them work for every child is our Na-
tion’s greatest duty.

We passed good education reform here in
Washington, DC. This wasn’t a Republican
bill. It wasn’t a Democrat bill. It was an
American bill. It really was. We worked to-
gether to get a good piece of legislation out.
Here are the principles. It says, every child
can learn. In other words, we believe in high
standards. I'm one of these fellows that be-
lieves if you lower the bar, you get lousy re-
sults. If you believe in the best and raise the
bar, you can get high standards.

It also says that if you receive money from
the Federal Government, you must show us
whether or not children are learning to read
and write and add and subtract. For the first
time, the Federal Government is asking the
question, is every child learning? I don’t
mean a few children. I don’t mean a group
of children. T mean, is every child learning
to read and write and add and subtract? And
if we aren’t, we must correct problems early,
before it’s too late.

In other words, we've had high standards.
We demand excellence. We're willing to
challenge failure to make sure that not one
single child is left behind. And I firmly be-
lieve the reforms we put in place, when fully
enacted, will make sure that no child is left
behind in America.

It is more than—we’ve got to do more than
just teach our children skills and knowledge.
That’s one part of education, and it’s an im-
portant part—no question about it. We also
want to make sure they’re kind and decent,
compassionate and responsible, honest and
self-disciplined. Our children must learn to
make a living, but even more, they must learn
how to live. And that’s a big responsibility.
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But I love what Martin Luther King, Jr., said
about this. He said, “Intelligence is not
enough. Intelligence plus character, that is
the goal of true education.” And I want to
thank you for joining that true goal of edu-
cation.

Americans believe in character education
because we want more for our children than
apathy or cynicism. We've got higher aspira-
tions for every child in America. We want
them to understand the difference between
right and wrong. We want them to live lives
of integrity and idealism. Family is the first
place where these values are learned. Our
parents expect schools to be allies in the
moral education of our children. That’s what
they expect, and that’s what we must give
them.

The lessons of the home must be rein-
forced by high standards in our schools.
Schools should be safe and orderly. They
should be decent and drug-free, and they
should teach character by expecting char-
acter. They should be places where rules are
set and, as importantly, where rules are en-
forced. And schools should also teach the ba-
sics of character to children. This is why we
tripled the funding for character education
in the budget I submitted to Congress.

Now, I know there’s a debate about values
and character. I've heard it before. As you
might remember, I was the Governor of a
great State at one time. I've heard every ex-
cuse why we shouldn’t teach character. It al-
ways starts with religion, as to why we
shouldn’t teach character. Well look, we
should never promote a particular religion—
I agree. That’s not the—that’s not the reason
to have character education. But we've got
to recognize in our society that strong values
are shared by good people of different faiths
and good people who have no faith at all.
These are universal values, values we share
in all our diversity: Respect, tolerance, re-
sponsibility, honesty, self-restraint, family
commitment, civic duty, fairness, and com-
passion. These are the moral landmarks that
guide a successful life. And we should teach
them with confidence, and we should teach
them with conviction.

There are many good programs around the
country that show how values can be taught
in a diverse nation. I want to thank you for
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sharing your wisdom on those programs. As
a matter of fact, one of the useful functions
of the Department of Education is to serve
as a clearinghouse for good ideas, as a place
where people can come and ask the question,
“What works? What can I do to make a dif-
ference in somebody’s lives?”

There are schools in our country where
children take pledges each morning to be re-
spectful, responsible, and ready to learn—
it's an interesting idea—where virtues are
taught by studying the great historical figures
and characters in literature and where con-
sideration is encouraged and good manners
are expected.

I think it's safe to say we're making
progress in America. We're not ashamed to
teach values. We recognize the importance
of character. And I want to thank you all for
joining here to figure out how we can do
more and how we can make a continued dif-
ference in the lives of our children.

One goal of character education should be
to prepare our children for community serv-
ice. This conference, I understand, is focus-
ing on community service for a good reason,
helping somebody else gives purpose and
meaning in life. T think it’s particularly im-
portant in a day and age where some ques-
tion the value system of America that we
teach people to serve a neighbor—people to
love a neighbor like they’d like to be loved
themselves.

There’s a question in our society as to
whether or not we’re so self-absorbed and
materialistic that we won’t fulfill our obliga-
tions as a nation. That’s not the America I
know, and the America I believe exists. I've
seen an amazing America since September
the 11th, people who recognize that serving
something greater than yourself in life is an
incredibly important part of life; that while,
you know, focus on the stock market is, I
guess, okay, but there’s something more in
life than just profit and loss; that somebody
can profit in life by caring for a neighbor.
I like to tell people, if you're interested in
helping to define America, to show a side
of America the world may not see, do some
good, help somebody in need. And that
needs to be taught to our children early in

life.
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I gave a speech at the Ohio State Univer-
sity—thank you for inviting me, Hope. And
I was pleased to see that 70 percent of the
graduating class of Ohio State University had
at one time or another volunteered, one time
or another served something greater than
themselves. Perhaps the culture is changing
from one that has said, “If it feels good, just
go ahead and do it, and if you've got a prob-
lem, blame somebody else,” to a culture in
which each of us are responsible for the deci-
sions we make in life—responsible for loving
our children, responsible for loving our
neighbors, responsible for serving a nation
by helping somebody in need.

The poet William Wordsworth wrote this.
He said, “What we have loved, others will
love, and we’ll teach them how.” And that’s
what you all are here to discuss today. On
behalf of a grateful nation, thank you for
teaching them how.

May God bless you all, and may God bless

America.

NotE: The President spoke at 3:30 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Michelle Engler, wife of Gov. John
Engler of Michigan; and Hope Taft, wife of Gov.
Bob Taft of Ohio.

Statement on the Death of Jack Buck
June 19, 2002

I am deeply saddened by the death of Jack
Buck. Jack endeared himself to sports fans
throughout the country with his colorful
commentary and love of America’s pastime.
An honoree of the National Baseball Hall of
Fame, Pro Football Hall of Fame, and Radio
Hall of Fame, Jack covered sports in St.
Louis, Missouri, and across the Nation for
the last 50 years. I extend my deepest sym-
pathies to his family. He will be missed.

Message on the Observance of
Juneteenth

June 19, 2002

I send greetings to those celebrating
Juneteenth.

June 19 provides an opportunity for all
Americans to reflect on the ideal of freedom
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and to learn more about the end of slavery.
On that day in 1865, Union soldiers led by
Major General Gordon Granger landed in
Galveston, Texas, with news the war had
ended and that the enslaved were now free.
The joyous, but belated, announcement
came two years after President Abraham Lin-
coln signed the Emancipation Proclamation
declaring “that all persons held as slaves”
within the rebellious states “are, and hence-
forward shall be free.”

The celebration of Juneteenth has its roots
in Texas, but the holiday is now observed
in many parts of the country with picnics,
family gatherings, parades, and community
programs. The day is a fitting time to cele-
brate freedom from slavery and for all Ameri-
cans to reflect on the rich contributions of
African Americans to our Nation.

As we celebrate Juneteenth on June 19,
I encourage all Americans to reaffirm their
commitment to achieving equal justice and
opportunity for all citizens. Laura joins me
in sending best wishes on this special occa-
sion.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Remarks at the President’s Dinner
June 19, 2002

Thank you all for that warm welcome, and
thank you for coming tonight. We’re here for
the same reason. We want Denny Hastert
to remain the Speaker of the House and
Trent Lott to become the majority leader of
the Senate. And I want to thank you for help-
ing us achieve those two important goals.
And I say they’re important because I believe
that when we achieve those goals, we can
do alot for the American people.

I want to thank John Boehner for taking
the lead role on this successful dinner. I want
to thank George Allen from Virginia, the
Senator from Virginia, for participating and
helping. I want to thank Bill Frist and Tom
Davis—Bill Frist of the Senate and Tom
Davis of the House—for leading their re-
spective committees to get these Members
elected. T want to thank Richard Burr of
North Carolina for his help and leadership.
Mr. Bob Ingram, thank you for your help.



